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tower, not that of the schoolman amid his syl-
logisms. Tennyson falls back upon faith, which
is as essential a quality of the soul as reason, and
declares that we must interpret the world In terms
of those primary laws of human life by which men
are distinguished from the brute creation.

This point Is so Important and so essential for
an understanding of the poem5 that we must
pause here to ask the question, How far Is It
justifiable to answer the riddle of the world by
the " truths deep-seated In our mystic frame" ?
Are we, as some suggest, guilty of any abrogation
of reason by a final acceptance, through an act of
faith, of those moral and spiritual laws which are
so interwoven with our own personal life ? Tenny-
son declared, " I believe in God not from what I
see in Nature but from what I find in man." The
Nature to which he referred is that which is por-
trayed in scientific text-books as a system of me-
chanical forces, acting and reacting within a fixed
system. How far that study might lead us into
faith in an unseen Power it is not necessary for
us to determine. The fact Is, that Nature does
not complete itself In this material organisation.
Out of its central mystery life has emerged, and